^IFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION, SUBSCRIPTION AND STATISTICAL SERVICE 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



APPENDIX A 



DATE 



FULL NAME 

(No initials if you can possibly get full name) 



SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER 




STATE 



2 IP CODE S-7?^J 



DATE OF BIRTH Qji £ /f7£3 (This is important and should be exact) 

APPROXIMATE AGE 1 j (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 

NATIONALITY Ay; , ]T/jOlA/ 



oc cup at i on t£^l fo Jt 2 ±ld ° !/i i li2J^££±{L 

EDUCATION 



1' 



WEIGHT 



ic-o 



HEIGHT 



*T 7 



RACE 



COLOR OF HAIR 



COLOR OF EYES 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTEREST S Cf\AHrW\ £Wr5 



MARRIED OR SINGLE 
NAME OF SPOUSE /J ) £ 



CHILDREN 



(Number, ages, and names, if possible! 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS : 



UNIT » 

T n 



CITY 



STATE 

01^ 



POSITION 

6 on 



DATE REGISTEHED DATE RESIGNED 



SPECIAL RECOGNITION 



SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 



SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTACHED 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS , NOT RUMOR , CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION) : 



^ 2 31S88 
F. STAROM 

RS-509 
4/14/S3-nah 



>.* vr a — 

JUL 1 '88 
JOSEPH L ANGLIM 



Signed_ 




SCOUT EXECUTIVE 



Counc 
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July 6 , i^3o 

Scout sxecucive 

Montana Council, No* 315 

PERSONAL kUU CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: J awes H * Dec*:, jr. 

Dear James: 



Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above scouter* 
This case has been reviewed witn our attorney and is now on our permanent 
Confidential File* 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 



paa 



cc: Horcn General Region 




CON F02 1996 



CALL BACK REQUESTED 



COUNCIL * SfS 



fSi§£ CALLER: 




PHONE NO: ■ 

jV^tf^- POSITION: Sc5 

TYPE OF PROBLEM 



REGISTRATION 



VETERANS 



SCOUTING 



BOYS' LIFE 



EXPLORING 



UNIT # 



OIST. # 



EXP. DATE 



TRANSMITTAL # 



flJl to (if Mlu 



4<6 



FILM # 



7 



HL**/{. diJlJjjL Q-^oruj^ jOasJL JjU. £1^) 



L/ 



•;. 7 ^ 

.. iLgnmiul m2±&L IJljJLA *6lL/<)h 



R/S-433 

3/13/86-c1f-567r 



NAME ft J/) /AX J 

date ^zAZdL 



TIME 



Mo '28-61CC 
75M885 • 



B0Y SC0UTS 0F AMERICA 



REFER TO YOUR TRANSMITTAL REPORT NO. 



7 4=*~ 




CREDIT NOTICE 



□ DEBIT NOTICE 



01210Q 



COUNCIL 



No. - ' / - 



Date 



A r » 



REGISTRATION, SUBSCRIPTION 
AND STATISTICAL SERVICE 



REGISTRATION unit 



No. 



term 



months 



G Unit charter fee of S20. Received S. 

^ o ( prepaid) 

c>^ Leaders 



required S_ 



4^ 



(- 



^ Members (_ 
Members 



transfer) 
transfer) @ S / 



each. Received S_ 



JO 



reauired S_ 



each. Received S_ 



3o 



CO 



reauired S_ 



4- 



Leaders listed on transmittal form 



LI Transfers must pay S.50 each. Expiration given 

G Not on transmittal report G Duplicate entry G No application received. 

'^Correction made per your letter(f gie^on e'cal?^N ; 

G No reply to our defective registraiton notice dated 

Returning I X^Xi ,£z 



We have 

\ 



on application 



11 



n 



DYS'LIFE Term 

G"£aid for <A subscriptions; listed . 
incorrect fees: 



months 



„ G Lin e ar , Agp G Qvbti Ayd 



. subscriptions. "Received S_ 



/3. — - 



required S_ 



subscriptions. G Back issues are not available. 



G Please check attached copy. Pay debit— Use credit or return with copy of the roster showing corrections needed. 



Please add or subtract the amount(s) indicated on your next transmittal in the proper coiumn(s) and return the original. 



Unit Charter Fee S. 

Tiger Cud $_ 

BILLING Cub Scout S 

Boy Scout S_ 

Varsity Scout $_ 



focpiorer S_ 

Career Awareness Explorer S_ 

Leader S_ 

Boys' Life $_ 

Total S_ 



CREDITING 



Unit Charter Fee 
Tiger Cub 
Cub Scout 
Boy Scout 
Varsity Scout 



o / j 



S_ 

s_ 



Explorer 

Career Awareness Explorer 

Leader 

Soys* Life 

Total 



S /O 
S 



iZ 



S 6rw 
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Mc^itana Council 
Boy Scouts of America 




SERVICE CENTERS 




SCOUTING/USA 



May 12, 1988 



MEMO: Regarding James H, Deck, Jr. 

James H. (J.D.) Deck, Jr., was registered as Scoutmaster, Troop 17, Great Falls, 
Montana, while he was stationed with the US Air Force at Malmstrom, AFB, His 
father, James H. Deck, Sr.,. a one-time district executive and long time registered 
Scouter brought J.D, into this office for introductions. J.D. is an Eagle Scout, 
having earned the award in Butte, Montana, with his adopted father serving as 
Scoutmaster. 

J.D. Deck was born on an indian reservation in South Dakota. He tells people that 
he was born in New York and is Jewish. 

Following an incident with a local marshal! arts club in Great Falls, he was asked 
to leave Troop 17 by the sponsoring organization in cooperation with this office. 
This series of events occurred in late October, 1986. Following his removal from 
the troop he was dismissed with a general discharge from the US Air Force and 
continued to work in Great Falls in a fast food resturant for several months. 
In late 1987, I was contacted by a representative of the Rotary Club in Whitehall, 
Montana, asking about J.D. ' s fitness as Scoutmaster. Following our conversations, 
it was advised that under no circumstances was J.D. to be alone with young people or 
given any responsibi 1 ity. At that time we did not realized the extent of the charges 
that he had been formally charged with in Great Falls. Copies of these charges and 
disposition are on file with the Montana Council and the BSA Registration Service. 

On April 15, 1988, the Butte Newspaper reported that James H. Deck, Sr. had been 
shot and wounded by an adopted son. On April 25, 1988, James H. Deck, Sr. committed 
suicide by hanging in a public park in Shelby, Montana. The newspaper accounts of 
the alleged child abuse that had taken place in the Deck home and articles relating 
to J.D. Deck's member of a anti -terrorist group were published in the Montana Standard 
of Butte on April 26 and April 28. 

On April 19, an application for a new troop chartered to the Rotary Club of Whitehall 
was processed listing James Deck, Jr. as Scoutmaster. Following conversations with 
the newspaper, legal counsel, county attorneys, council officers, local district 
executive and local area president, I called registration service and requested that 
this charter not be processed and placed the name of J.D. Deck in the confidential 
file. A letter to J.D. Deck along with a refund of his registration fee was prepared 
and signed by the Scout Executive in place of the council president. After several 
attempts by Chuck Halvorson, professional, and Jack Sherick, volunteer, to deliver 
this letter along with a local U.S. Marshall it was determined that registered mail 
was the only alternative. J.D. Deck had voluntarily committed himself to the Ridgeview 
Clinic in Butte, and in that point in rime it was not known whether he was a patient 
at the clinic or had been released because of their confidentiality policies. 
Conversation with the county attorney in Silver Bow County point out that J.D. Deck 
has not been in trouble in that county nor was any investigation in process at that, (r -, 
time. J. D. Deck signed for the certified mail on May 9, 1988. 





United Wau 
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. r J i n - L* i i 



coul 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL 



OF MONTANA, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CASCADE 



THE* STATE OF — MONTANA , 

^ Pld inx iff, 



JAMES H . DECK , JR . , 



DefenGant . 



No . ACC-36-2-3 



E N 7 £ N C E 



On January 5 , 1 S 3 7 , :n<= o^f^ncanT, James H . DecK, a p pea r t;c witn 



nis counsel, Micha-i Barer., anc the State was r epr esenxed by "DTpufy 
County AtTorney, Anionia P. Marra, for th* purpose of changing his 
plea and senienc :ng . 

Plea Agreemen: anc Ac K now 1 augment of Waiver of Righta oy Flea 
of Guilty was f i 1 ~ c : n open cour:. 

The Defendant's Morion to withdraw his plea of Not Guilty w <= s 
granted by the Court, The Defendant was duly sworn anc testified as 
to the facts of the charged offense. The Defendant plead GUILTY to 
the crime of Count I: ASSAULT, A FELONY, and accordingly Court 
accepted plea ax this t ime . 

State's Motion to Dismiss Count II, Count III, and Count IV, 
Assault, Felonies and Count V, Unlawful Restraint, a Misdemeanor was 
grantee by the Court. 

Oral Stipulation by respective counsel that court may imcose 
sentence at this time. Defendant stated there was no legal reason 
why sentence snouic not be imposea at this time. 

NOW, THEREFORE , IT IS HERESY ORDERED that the Oefenaant, James 
H, Dec K , Jr., be sentenced to two (2) year deferred imposition of 
sentence . 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Defendant pay the s>20. CO sur 
c'naroa to the State of Montana, to be paid through the CierK of 
Court, Cascade County, Great Falls, Montana. 

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that the Defendant is not on Formal 
Probation. 



OA i ED this _ JZll^ day of January, 193 7 




DISTR/rCT COURT jUDQfe 



cc : ^CA/Marra 
DA/3ar er 

Defendant c/o counsel 
CCSO 



/ 







State 1.0. 
Corr . B . 

Montana State Prison 



• cult Probation and Pa r ole 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA , IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CASCADE 



THE STATE OF MONTANA, 






Plaintiff, 


) No. ADC-86-243 




vs- 






JAMES H. DECK , JR. , 


) PLEA AGREEMENT" 




Defendant. 







- WHEREAS , on the ..10th day of October, 19 86 , the County Attorney 
caused" to be filed in the DistzLlc±— Court of the. Eight h^ Judicial 
District of Cascade County, of the State of Montana, an Information 
charging the defendant with the offenses of COUNTS I, II, III and IV: 
ASSAULT, FELONIES, and COUNT V: UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT, A MI SDEMEANOR ; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE MUTUAL COVENANTS AND 
PROMISES CONTAINED HEREIN, IT IS STIPULATED AND AGREED between County 
Attorney and Defendant and his counsel as follows: 

I* Defendant agrees to plead guilty to the charge of COUNT I: 
ASSAULT, A FELONY, in violation of MCA section 45-5-201(1) (a) (1985). 

II. Defendant agrees to obtain a psychological., assessment and 
follow through on any recommendations. ■ — 

III. In return, the Cascade County Attorney agrees to dismiss 
the charges of COUNTS II and III: ASSAULT, FELONIES, in violation of 
MCA section 45-5-202 { 1) (a) ; COUNT IV: ASSAULT, A FELONY, in violation 
of MCA section 45-5-202 (2) (a) (1985); and COUNT V: UNLAWFUL 
RESTRAINT, A MISDEMEANOR, in violation of MCA section 45-5-301 
(1985) . 

IV . Michael G . Barer , attorney for Defendant , shall recommend 
that the defendant receive a two year deferred imposition of sentence 
and that he be assessed the $20.00 statutory surcharge. 

V . The Cascade County Attorney shall recommend a two year 
deferred imposition of sentence and that the defendant be assessed 
the S20 . statutory surcharge . 

VI. Each party recognises that sentencing in this matter is 
entirely within the discretion of the Honorable Thomas M . Mc?' ic trick , 
subject only to the limits of statutory and case lav/, and nha: the 
maximum penalty for Assaul t , a Felony , is imprisonment in the state 
p rison for a term not to exceed 5 years , or a fine of not more than 
$50 , 000, or both. ~~ ~~ ~ — — 
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VII. Each party understands^ that _the presiding District Court 



.^JLud ge can designate the Defendant as a ^"^^'^ nf-?f*r*r.<*r as ,vel las 
limit his eligibility for parole and work release furlough programs. 

VIII, Each party understands and agrees that a plea of GUILTY 
entered to any charge pursuant to this agreement cannot be 
subsequently withdrawn . 



DATED: 



JAMES H. DECK , JR. 
Defendant 



ANTON IA P. MARRA 
Deputy County Attorney 



MICHAEL G. 3ARER 
Defendant 1 s Attorney 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL _OI STRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CASCADE 



THE STATE OF MONTANA, 








Plaintiff.,- 


) No. 






-vs- 








-JAMES -H-.-DECK-, - tf-R. , 

Defendant . 


INFORMATION 







The undersigned Patrick L. Paul, County Attorney of Cascade 
County, Montana, states: that an Affidavit having been filed and 
Leave of Court having been granted for the filing of an Information 
and before the filing of this Information, the above-named 
Defendant, JAMES H . DECK , JR., on or about the period July 24, 1986, 
through September 23, 1986, at Great Falls, Cascade County, Montana, 
committed the offenses of COUNTS I, II and III: ASSAULT, FELONIES , as 
specified in MCA section 45-5-201 (1) (a) (1985); COUNT IV: ASSAULT, A 
FELONY, as specified in MCA section 45-5-202 ( 2) (a) (1985); and COUNT 
V: UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT, A MISDEMEANOR, as specified in MCA section 
45-5-301 (1985) . 

The facts constituting the offenses are: 

COUNT I: ASSAULT, A FELONY, in that the above-named defendant 
then and there being purposely and knowingly caused bodily injury to 

a Person less than 14 years old, to-wit: age 13, when the 
offender is 18 or more"' years old" by hitting him with long bamboo 
sticks ; 

COUNT II: ASSAULT , A FELONY, in that the above-named defendant 
then and there being purposely and knowingly caused bodily injury to 
j» X|i|JM a person less than 14 years old , to-wit : age 13, 

when the offender is 18 or more years old by hitting him with long 
bamboo sticks ; 

COUNT III: ASSAULT , A FELONY, in that the above-named defendant 
^her^^n^^here being purposely and knowingly caused bodily injury to 

a person less than 14 years old, to-wit: age 13, when 
the offender is 18 or more years old by hitting him with long bamboo 
sticks; 

COUNT IV: ASSAULT, A FELONY, in that the above-named defendant 
then and there being purposely or knowingly caused bodily injury to 
SMmm&MLadSbB with a weapon, by hitting ^^j^fflg jj with a 4' to 6' bamboo 
stick and a wooden sword; 
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1 

.AWFt 



COUNT V: UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT, A MISDEMEANOR, in that the 
above-named defendant then and there being knowingly or purposely and 
without lawful authority restrained ^^ ^ ^"—^ i jso as to interfere _ 

substantially with his liberty by handcuffing j^^^^H to a wrought 
iron railing for 1-1/2 hours and refusing to let him go; all of which 
is contrary to the form, force and effect of the statute in such case 
made and provided, and against the peace and dignity of the State of 
Montana . 

DATED-this day- of- October , 1986, 



COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Cascade County, Montana 



STATE OF MONTANA ) 
County of Cascade ) 



ss . 



The undersigned, being first duly sworn on his oath, deposes and 
says: That he is the duly appointed, qualified and acting County 
Attorney of Cascade County, State of Montana; that he has read the 
foregoing Information, knows the contents thereof and the matters, 
facts and things therein stated are true of his own knowledge, except 
those things stated on information and belief and that as to those he 
believes it to be true. 



BATED this 



day of October, 1986, 



COUNTY ATTORNEY 




cc : County Attorney /Mar ra 

Defense Counsel - c/o Clerk of District Cou: 

Defendant - c/o Counsel 

CCSO 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE, EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
^STATE~'OF MONTANA , IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CASCADE 



THE STATE OF MONTANA, 
Plaintiff, 

-vs- 

JAMES H. DECK, JR. , 

Defendant . 



No. 

AFFIDAVIT AND MOTION 
FOR LEAVE TO FILE 
INFORMATION DIRECT 



_ The undersigned Deputy County Attorney of Cascade County, 

Montana, being first duly sworn upon her oath, moves the Court for 
Leave to File Information charging the above-named Defendant with the 
crimes of COUNTS I, II and III: ASSAULT, FELONIES, as specified in 
MCA section 45-5-201(1) (a) (1985); COUNT IV: ASSAULT, A FELONY, as 
specified in MCA section 45-5-202^2) (a) (1985); and COUNT V: UNLAWFUL 
RESTRAINT, A MISDEMEANOR, as specified in MCA section 45-5-301 
(1985) , committed at Great Falls, Cascade County, State of Montana, 
during the period July 24, 1986, through September 23, 1986, and for 



said Motion deposes and says: 

The Court is informed that on October 3, 198 6, Deputy Cascade 
County Sheriff John Strandell was assigned a case involving an 
alleged assault against teenage boys which had taken place during 
martial arts classes in Great Falls* On that same date Deputy 



Strandell interviewed 



13 years of age. 



related to 



Deputy Strandell that he had started taking martial art courses in 
late jiuliL— 1986 , in Great Falls. The instructor was James H. Deck, 



Jr. 




related to Deputy Strandell that he signed up for a 



specific class which dealt in handling martial arts weapons that Deck 
instructed. J^ j stated than whenever he performed in a way which 

displeased Deck, Deck would strike him with a long bamboo stick. 
jjaf ^ffi l seated that he was hit several times at each class period in 
the lees and on the chest and back. 

[ij y^^ y T ff l l^^ mother , told Deputy Strandell that on 

September 23 , 1986 when [jg^aJ came home from class he had a large 
welt on the bottom part of his leg and was in so much- pain he missed 
school on September 24th. She also stated that she had seen a 



baseball size bruise on 




leg but had not realized th< 


at in f 


act 


it was related to 




being hit by someone with a stick. 







told- Deputy Strandell that other kids in the class had the same thing 
haooen to them . 



With this information, Deputy Strandel-1* interviewed 



age 14, 



I, age 13, and! 





age ITT 





of July, approximately July 24, 1986. The teacher was Jim Deck and 



he was enrolled in a weapons class. 



told Deputy Strandell that 



he was continually hit with bamboo sticks and that at least four 



bamboo sticks broke while he was being hit by Jim Deck. 



stated 



that Deck had hit him when Deck felt he was not yelling correctly or 
was not doing something properly m 



also stated that if he 



attempted to apologize to Deck for making a mistake, he would be hit 
stated that Deck would not hit him or any of the children 



again . 



stated that the 



if another instructor was in the classroom, [ lift 
bamboo sticks were between 4* and 6* long and that a wooden sword of 
approximately 2' lengths was also used to hit him. Again, most of 
the blows to him were on his legs but he was also hit on the chest 
and the back and the back of the neck. 

^j^LaSttjagB£Li5i?| father told Deputy Strandell that he did attend 
part of one session and saw Deck hit across the back with a 

bamboo stick and saw that stick break. He also said that he had seen 
l ^ j S II come home with bruising on his chest, shoulders, back and legs. 
Again, stated he had not told his parents because he was afraid 

1 up if he 



of Deck and that Deck had void him that he would beatjf 
said anything . 



Deputy Strandell also interviewed 




13. Deputy Strandell spoke with 




and his mother and she 


Deputy Strandell that she had seen 




come home with a very 



bruise 'on his leg, 
and feaaLJ 



statement was very similar to those by 
He stated that Jim Deck was the instructor of his 
class, had hit him with long bamboo sticks if he ever did anything 
Deck considered to be wrong. He stated he would get hit on his legs 
most of the time and that he was hit hard enough that it would bruise 



stated that Deck 



his legs and bring tears to his eyes. 

specifically told him not to ever tell his parents he was being hit 
or he would get into trouble. 

Deputy Strandel 1 interviewee 
jreat Falls in the presence of his parents. 
Strandell that he had been involved with martial arts for a period of 
.vears—n-nd that he had met Deck through being involved in martial 





, age 13, at his home 


s parents. 




told Deputy 
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arts-: He— stated that when' he was, with two other youths he had— been 

sparring with Deck and that Deck had taken out a set of handcuffs and 
handcuffed him to a wrought iron railing- Deck had left him 
handcuffed to that railing for approximately 1-1/2 hours and would 
not let him go. Deck teased him through the 1-1/2 hour time and 
finally gave him the keys so that he could reach for them and 
unhandcuff himself, fc£S| also stated that he had been hit during 
weapons class on the hands and legs with these long bamboo sticks and 
thatfit did bruise him and hurt him. Further, he stated that Deck 
had— Th ruwn - arro ws 11 a c ^' h inr^vh l c h 111 a re-wooden -and f a i r£y»-sma 1 1- -and *-hav e 
metal pointed tips * 

Deputy Strandell also interviewed James Deck, Jr. at the Cascade 
County Sheriff's Office on October 7, 1986. He advised Deck of his 
rights and then explained to him what the boys had stated he had done 
to them during martial arts classes. Deck admitted thalT*he^h"a~d ™ 
disciplined the students he had during his class but stated he did 
not hit them, he merely "tapped" them for doing something wrong and 
used this as a form of discipline. He stated he was not aware that 
he had ever caused bruising to any of the boys and he admitted that 
he had "tapped them" between 3 and 6 times per session which is 
consistent with the statements of the boys. 

The State of Montana will prove by testimony of the witnesses 
whose names are endorsed on the Information as well as the physical 
evidence recovered, that the Defendant, JAMES H. DECK, JR., did 
commit the crimes of COUNTS I, II and III: ASSAULT, FELONIES, in 
violation of MCA section 45-5-201 {I) (a) (1985); COUNT IV; ASSAULT, A 
FELONY , in violation of MCA section 45-5-202 (2) (a) (1985); and COUNT 
V: UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT, A MISDEMEANOR, in violation of MCA section 
4 5-5-301 (1985); th.. z said Deputy County Attorney has investigated 
the facts surrounding the charges against said Defendant and believes 
there is probable cause to believe that the Defendant committed the 
offense here charged ; and all of which was done contrary to the form , 
force and effect of the statute in such case made and provided, and 
against the peace and dignity of the State of Montana. 
DATED : Oc tober / d , 19 8 6 




Deputy County Attorney 
Cascade-County , -Montana 
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SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME October /O , 1986 



\Z£flU*t fa , que fa£ 

1)1 STRICT COURT JUDGE 1 ^ 




ORDER 



Upon reading the foregoing Motion for Leave to File Infmu ua L i orr 

and it appearing that there is probable cause to believe the 

Defendant above-named committed the crimes charge d; 



IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that leave be granted to the above-named 
Deputy County Attorney to file the Information as asked for. 

Def endan^is to be admitted to bail in the sum of 
V/ Crfd * & Q DOLLARS . 



DATED: October /O^ , 1986 



DIST2ICT COURT JUDGE* 7 ~ 



I 

c: County Attorney /Marra 

Defense Counsel - c/o Clerk of District Court 
CCSO 
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SERVICE CENTERS 



scounxs/usA 



April 27, 1988 





Whitehall , Mt 59759 
Dear Mr. Deck: 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with the 
Boy Scouts of America should not be accepted. We are therefore compelled 
to request that you sever any relations you may have with the Boy Scouts 
of America, A refund of your registration- fee is enclosed. 

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a privilege and 
is not automatically granted to everyone who applies. We reserve that right 
to refuse registration whenever there is a concern that an individual may not 
measure up to the high standards of membership BSA seeks to provide for American 
youth. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to me within 60 days 
of the date of this letter, explaining your version of the facts supporting 
your claim that your registration as a BSA member should be granted or 
reinstated. The procedures for review are attached. 

Sincerely yours\ 





James R. King 
Scout Executive 




3. Article Addressed to: " " 4 - ^ Icle NurnDer 




□ Registered O Insured 
£2 Certified □ COD 

LJ Express Mail 




PS Form 381V Mai- 1967 ' * US.CLP.O. iM7.i7».26a DOMESTIC RETURN RECEl 




Always obtain signature of addressee 
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7^ (o^i&fc 
To: /*u. o""^ I* 







<Z*sSl U^jfctfL \}S^X^ SL^A< /~ /I . GccrruO u^J^ 

~fz~-tfe_. yui^M^. yYL . u^L -Mr. 
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59^02 
Dear Sir: 

^ Attached is a copy of a letter this American Legion Post has 
received from the Troop Committee and concerned t>arents of 3oy 
Scout Troop #17. 

In light of the problem which exists, it is within our sole 
authority as sponsors of this Troop, to handle the situation in 
a manner commensurate with our regulations. 

Inasmuch as we have sponsored this particular troop for over 
sixty (60) years, we are not about to be put into a spot where 
persons can criticize us for lack of action. 

Accordingly, it is the decision of this American Legion Post 
that you are hereby dismissed as Scoutmaster of Troop #17, and that 
you turn in any and all property in your possession belonging to 
the -troop, and that you refrain from any and all contact with troot> 
parents, committeemen, and boys in the unit- All actions on your 
.part must be completed by October 2^, 1986. 



CC; ^Boy Scouts of America (Diede) 
Troop Committee, Troop #17 
Post Piles 



Thank you, 



Peter JY Corda, 'Commander 
Americsoi Legion Post #3 
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4A Great Falls Tribune 



Monday, April 25, 1988 



Butte school psychologist ilf 
found dead in Shelby part 



BUTTE (AP) - A Butte school 
psychologist who was shot and 
wounded by one of his five sons last 
week has hanged himself, and the 
Mdntana Standard reported Sunday 
he was under investigation for pos- 
sible sexual and physical abuse of 
some of his boys. 

James Deck was found dead Fri- 
day night in a park in Shelby. Toole 
County authorities said he used his 
bootlaces to hang himself on a chil- 
dren's siide. 

A former counselor at the Yel- 
lowstone Boys and Girls Ranch at 
BHlings also told the newspaper that 
one of Deck's foster sons told her in 
December that Deck had abused 
hijn sexually and physically. 

She reported the boy's story and 
Butte-Silver Bow welfare officials 
s$id they began an investigation, the 
riewspaper said. 

""Butte-Silver Bow Sheriff Bob But- 
orovrch told The Associated Press 
Sunday that he could not comment 
because of a gag order issued last 
week by District Judge Arnold Olsen 
regarding the shooting incident. 

."It's aJI got to come out, but I 
think it's up to the judge whether he 
wants it to remain confidential," he 
said. 

Toole County Coroner Jerry 
Murray said Deck. 54 or 55, left a 
suicide note in his motel room in 
Shelby but gave no exact reason for 
IcflUng himself. 

"It was written to his boys," 
Murray said. "Four were mentioned 
irr the note. He was saying goodbye 
(So- them." 

■CDeck adopted five boys and had at 
least one foster son. 

Murray said Murray said two 
women, one of whom lives nearby 
and had seen Deck walk into the 
playground at Johnson Park, found 
the body at 8:55 p.m. Murray said 
Deck had been dead about 90 min- 
utes. 

Toole County officials were told 
Deck had visited a friend in Canada 
last week and was waiting in Shelby 
for the eldest of his adopted sons to 
j)ick him up. 

On April 15, a 14-year-old adopted 
son shot and slightly wounded Deck 
with a pistol and fled with another 
teen-age adopted son, authorities 
sa id . The 1 4- yea r-o Id suspect re- 
mained in juvenile custody Sunday 
at the Buue-Silver Bow Jail. 
„ The other son who fled has been 
placed in a Family Services home in 
Anaconda. 

; The two boys turned themselves in 
af police headquarters last Sunday 
after an intensive, 36-hour search by 
police after the shooting failed to 
find them. 



A source In the Butte-Silver Bow 
Sheriff's office told the Standard 
that alleged sexual and phsyical 
abuse of the boys was being in- 
vestigated as a possible- motive in 
the shooting. 

The source also said officials used 
a warrant to search Deck's home on 
Wednesday. The newspaper said 
neither the purpose nor the results 
were known. 

The Standard said the Butte-Silver 
Bow Department of Social and Re- 
habilitation Services had begun its 
own investigation into the al- 
legations of child abuse. 

The Billings counselor, who asked 
not to be identified, told the Stan- 
dard that Deck's foster son had been 
sent to Billings by juvenile author- 
ities in October and "refused to go 
back to Deck's home." 

She said the boy made his ac- 
cusations against Deck when she 
invited the boy to her home for a 
visit in December. 

"It all came spilling out," she 
said. "He said there had been sexual 
abuse and physical abuse. He told 
me in exact terms what happened. 
He named 14 specific incidents, and 
it was ail black and white. He never 
changed his story." 

She refused to give details, but 
said, "The things I heard were hor- 
rendous to me. It's the kind of abuse 
that I haven't heard of, even though 
I've been a counselor a long time." 

She said she quit her job recently 
because of the lack of action by 
authorities thought to be in- 
vestigating the boy's story, as well 
as other reasons which she did not 
specify. 

She told the Standard she took a 
statement from the boy and gave it 
to her supervisor, expecting imme- 
diate action, but heard nothing. She 
said she eventually composed an- 
other report and gave it to the state 
Child Protective Services office in 
Billings. 

She said two officials from Butte 
interviewed and videotaped the boy 
late in January or early in Febru- 
ary, but she heard nothing further. 

She said when she talked to Child 
Protective Services again, she was 
told that Butte-Silver Bow officials 
were not following through "because 
James Deck is a school psycholo- 
gist." 

The counselor told the newspaper 
her purpose in talking about the 
case was "to get something done. 

"The system wasn't working, and 
now I'm interfering with it," she 
said. "Those kids had to shoot Deck 
to get out of his house. I think that's 
shameful." 
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